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What are families and how do they 
differ?
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Safe Space

Show Mutual Respect

Challenge Yourself



What is a family?



What is a nuclear family?



How are families different today?

Turn and Talk:

1. What is meant by the phrase ‘nuclear family’?
2. Why were nuclear family units popular?
3. What were the gender roles in a nuclear family?
4. How are families today different from the nuclear family?
5. Is this a good or bad thing?



Happiness and raising children



Blended Family



Single-Parent Family



Same-Sex Family



UK family statistics

Turn and Talk: Why do you 
think these changes have 
happened?



What is fostering?



Why do children need fostering?



What is adoption?

Turn and Talk: How are adoption and fostering different?



Why are some children adopted?

Task one (page 7)

Reasons a child 
is adopted

Example: neglect



Why are some children adopted?

Reasons a child 
is adopted

Example: neglect

Choice. Some 
parents will 
choose to have 
their child 
adopted.

Parents suffer 
from mental 
health problems

Physical abuseEmotional abuse

Sexual abuse

Parents may 
have an 
additional 
learning need or 
disability

Substance abuse 
by the parents
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Listening
• Track the speaker.
• Nod in agreement if you think someone has given a good answer.
• Do not interrupt, listen politely.

Contributing
• Speak Like A Scholar.
• State the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement.
• Use the sentence stems to add, build or challenge contributions.

Positioning
• You might want to stand to make your point
• Hands up are fine

Chairing
• Scholars can run the debate
• Cold calling is also fine if people are not volunteering



Write down your opening statement.
I _________ with the statement to a ________ extent because _____________

e.g., Some might agree with the statement to a large extent because

Discuss your opinion with your partner.

Debate as a class.

Children should be raised by a mother and a 
father.



Children should be raised by a mother and a 
father.

Agree I agree to a large extent because
I agree in part because
I concur because

Build on I’d like to add
I want to build on this by
In addition

Challenge I’d like to challenge that because
I contest that view because
I’d like to put forward an opposing idea

Agree ideas:
• Gives children 

access to different 
role models.

• Supports a 
traditional family 
structure.

Disagree ideas:
• Love and support 

from a parent is 
more important 
than gender.

• Many different 
types of families 
exist.
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NHS website or your GP
www.nhs.uk

Childline
www.childline.org.uk
0800 1111

NSPCC
www.nspcc.org.uk

You can also:

• Speak to a member of staff at school – your 
Form Tutor, Head of Year or Key Worker. Any 
member of staff is here to help!

• Send an email to safe@castle-tmet.uk.

• Speak to an adult that you trust – this might be 
a sibling, a parent or grandparent. As long as 
this person is trustworthy then it’s a good idea!

http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
mailto:safe@castle-tmet.uk

