SAFEGUARDING
is everyone’s business

SAFEGUARDING NEWS from Castle Mead Academy
Autumn Term 2021

Introduction from Head of
Safeguarding and Pastoral Care

Designated Safeguarding Lead
and Head of Year 9 – Miss Jewell

Hello, my name is Nik
Murphy and I am the Head
of Safeguarding and Pastoral
Care at Castle Mead
Academy. I am writing to
introduce
our
CMA
Safeguarding Newsletter that
will be sent to parents and carers half
termly. Here we will be able to share key
aspects with you on a wide range of
safeguarding issues, along with keeping you
up to date on the curriculum our scholars
are accessing on this topic. We are
passionate about making sure young
people are empowered to make the best
choices for themselves and their futures.
Now, more than ever, it is important that
our young people are equipped with the
knowledge and skills to ensure they are
keeping themselves safe, both in their
communities and online.

My name is Miss Jewell and I
am the Head of Year 9. I am
a founding member at Castle
Mead Academy so I have had
the privilege of seeing our
school community grow and
the transformation of our
brand new school building from the ground
up. I am passionate about guiding young
people to achieve their full potential; my
goal is to ensure that our scholars are
respectful, well rounded people who can
leave here after 5 years and go off into the
world with the skills to enable them to
have an enriched, happy and healthy life.

If you have any Safeguarding concerns or queries please contact us at safe@castle-tmet.uk

Destinated Safeguarding Lead
and Head of Year 8 – Miss James
Hi, my name is Miss James
and I am the current Head
of Year 8. I have worked for
the TMET Trust for 5 years,
previously
at
the
outstanding Rushey Mead
Academy. I have over 10
years’
experience
in
pastoral care, having taken on a variety of
roles in specialist and mainstream settings.
I am absolutely delighted to have been
appointed at Castle Mead Academy, and I
very much look forward to supporting each
and every scholar as they aim to achieve
their full potential with us over the next
four years.

I have worked with children
and young people for many
years
across
specialist
provisions for students with
Social, Emotional, Mental
health additional needs and
complex behaviours, with
the past 5 years in mainstream Secondary
education. I strive to promote a culture of
kindness, respect, positivity, and resilience,
removing barriers to learning allowing
students to access great opportunities for
success and develop the best version of
themselves. Mindfulness is my passion and
something that I incorporate into daily life,
feeling grateful and proud to work at such a
diverse and inclusive school. Making a
positive difference to our scholars is a real
blessing.

What issues could be affecting your children?

Screen time

Online Reputation

Online Grooming

Inappropriate Content

Pornography

Cyber Bullying

Identity Theft

Sexting

For advice and guidance on
how to keep your child safe online, visit:

www.internetmatters.org
for step by step guides on the following;

Self Harm

Radicalisation

* A personalised toolkit – Answer a few
questions and get a personalised online
safety plan to support your family
* Set up devices safely – set up parental
controls on a range of devices, apps, and
platforms
* Supporting children with SEND online
* Online gaming advice for parents
* Parent guide to apps

If you have any Safeguarding concerns or queries please contact us at safe@castle-tmet.uk

Squid Game
You may have heard of Squid Game, a
programme on Netflix that has been very
popular recently.
It’s rated 15 due to its violent nature and
sexual content. But there have been
reports of younger children also watching
it.
Children might also have seen parts of the
programme recreated as challenges on
social media, for example on TikTok, or
they may have seen or played an online
game that’s based on it.
Recently, there have been some media
reports of children recreating violent
aspects of the show, though there haven’t
been reports of any children being
seriously hurt.
What should parents do?
•

•

It might be tempting to, but don’t directly
raise Squid Game with your child - they
might be unaware of it, and mentioning it
could make them more likely to seek it
out.
Do let your child know they can talk to
you about anything they see online that
they find upsetting. If you hear them
talking about Squid Game or if they
mention it to you, talk to them about how
the show isn’t meant for young children.

For more pointers on talking to your child
about online safety, see this page on the
NSPCC website: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking
-child-online-safety/

We’d encourage you to take this
opportunity to check your Netflix settings
for your child’s profile. You can set maturity
ratings so that your child only sees TV
shows and films that have a rating suitable
for their age.
To do this:
•

From a web browser, go to your account
page

•

Open the ‘Profile and Parental Controls’
settings for the profile you want to
manage

•

Change the ‘Viewing Restrictions’ setting

•

Enter your Netflix password

•

Set the maturity rating level for the TV
shows and films you want to allow in that
profile

•

Select ‘Save’

You’ll need to have set up a profile for your
child in your account to do this. See how to
do this here: https://help.netflix.com/en/
node/114275

Be Kind • Work Hard • Build Your Character
If you have any Safeguarding concerns or queries please contact us at safe@castle-tmet.uk

Operation Encompass
Our school is part of Operation Encompass
which is a national scheme that operates
jointly between schools and police forces.

Operation Encompass is the reporting to
schools, prior to the start of the next school
day, when a child or young person has
experienced domestic abuse.

What can I do to try and limit the
time my child spends online?
Did you know that you can download apps
which will enable to monitor your child’s
online usage, put time limits on certain
apps and block certain content?
Have a look at the this link for the best
tried and tested Apps to help parents
control how much time their child can
spend online. Some are free, where as
some require a subscription. The best free
parental control software 2021 | TechRadar

As a school we have ensured that a
member of our staff, (Designated
Safeguarding Lead) known as a Key Adult,
has been trained in the Operation
Encompass procedures allowing us to then
use the information that has been shared,
in confidence, to support the child/ren in
our care.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 identifies
children who experience domestic abuse as
victims of domestic abuse in their own
right.
We are keen to offer the best support
possible to all our pupils and we believe
this will be extremely beneficial for all
those involved.

If you have any Safeguarding concerns or queries please contact us at safe@castle-tmet.uk

